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“...open education is an opportunity for 
librarians and libraries to lead institutional 

change by connecting people and resources 
in the most effective ways possible.

Jensen, K., & West, Q. (April 2015).  Open educational resources and the higher education environment: A 
leadership opportunity for libraries. College & Research Library News, Volume 76 (pp 215-218). Retrieved from 
http://crln.acrl.org/

http://crln.acrl.org/


▷ Online Learning Librarian

Librarian for all online students 

@ NOVA

Run an embedded librarian program; 
60+ subject areas and 300+ 
sections

Work with faculty and instructional 
designers in developing and/or 
redesigning OER courses

OER @ NOVA

Blicher, H. (March 2015).  What to expect when librarians are embedded in your online course.  Infographic.



▷ Digital Open Courses (2013-2014)

▷ Digital Open Degree Pathway 
(2014-2015)

General Education Certificate Program

Associates degree in 

General Studies

Associates degree in 

Social Sciences

▷ zELI Zero Textbook Cost Degree 
Pathways (2015)

▷ Achieving the Dream OER 
Degree Initiative Grant (2016-

Present)

OER @ NOVA

Blicher, H. & Grewe, K. (September 2016).  Open educational resources @ Northern Virginia Community College.  Infographic.



▷ Approx. 15% of ELI course 
sections are OER

▷ Approx. 20% of ELI student 
enrollments are in OER 
courses

Fall Semester Snapshot

This image is shared under the Creative Commons Public Domain CC0 1.0 from www.pixabay.com.

http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en
http://pixabay.com/


OER Collaboration

Faculty

Instructional 
Designer

Librarian



Librarian’s Role 
in OER:

▷ Researcher

▷ Curator

▷ Educator

▷ Content creator



Librarian as Researcher



Selection 
Process:
▷ Licensing

▷ Copyright

▷ Accessibility



Librarian as Curator

Libguides.nvcc.edu/oer 

http://libguides.nvcc.edu/oer


Where to Start?

▷ Repositories:

Oercommons.org

▷ Textbooks:

openstax.org/subjects

open.umn.edu/opentextbooks

▷ Journals:

doaj.org/

▷ Images:

search.creativecommons.org/

https://www.oercommons.org/
https://openstax.org/subjects
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/
https://doaj.org/
http://search.creativecommons.org/


Librarian as Educator

Blicher, H. & Grewe, K. (September 2016).  Open educational resources @ Northern Virginia Community College.  Infographic.



Open vs. Free Resources 

Student
Cost

Permissions to 
Teachers & 

Students

Open Educational 
Resources

Free Open

Library Resources Free Restrictive

Open               Important to Faculty
Free                 Important to Students 



Librarian as Content Creator

Youtube.com/user/NOVALibraries

https://www.youtube.com/user/NOVALibraries


Supporting OER Adoption

▷ One-on-one consultations

▷ In-person and online presentations and 
workshops

▷ Acting as “copyright go-to”

▷ Staying up-to-date on the topic; always 
looking for the latest resources

▷ Marketing support through email and 
website  eli.nvcc.edu/library

https://eli.nvcc.edu/library/


Thanks!
Any questions?

Heather Blicher

Online Learning Librarian

Northern Virginia Community College

Extended Learning Institute

hblicher@nvcc.edu

mailto:hblicher@nvcc.edu


Finding Open Educational Resources (OER)
Using OER Commons to find high quality OER

South Carolina Technical College System

March 28, 2017

ISKME 2017



About ISKME 
Research, tools and services to advance teaching and learning

• Focused on improving the practice of continuous learning, 

collaboration, and change in the education sector

• Developed OER Commons as a digital public library of OER and a 

collaboration environment to support curriculum improvement

• Infrastructure leverages best practices in library science and 

interoperability



Finding OER on OER Commons



•Expertly curated collections from over 400 content providers, over 

65,000 resources

•Custom technical web infrastructure and supports for educators at all 

levels

•Integration with state and local LMS’s and processes

•Content hosted on OER Commons as well as on external sites.

•Platform for creating, collaborating, and remixing OER.

OER Commons Digital Public Library

Mature platform leverages best 
practices in library science, tagging 
and schema protocols, metadata 
standards and interoperability



The OER Commons Toolset: Search



The OERC Toolset: Search

Keyword search will search the following OER Commons metadata 
fields:

• Title
• Abstract
• Keywords & Tags
• Material Type
• Subject
• Provider/Provider Set
• Author

Filter options on the Home screen include:
• Subject Area
• Education Level
• Educational Standards



The OERC Toolset: Filters



The OERC Toolset: Filters

On the Search Results page, users can further refine their search 
using the filters on the left side of the screen.

Filtering options include:
• Education standards 
• Topic Areas 
• Education Level 
• Material Type
• Conditions of Use
• Content Source 
• Primary User 
• Media Format 
• Educational Use



The OERC Toolset: Advanced Search



The OERC Toolset: Advanced Search

Why use Advanced Search?

• You are looking for something for a specific purpose.
• You have specific rights requirements.
• You want to find resources that have been 

evaluated or commented upon.
• You know a lot about what you want, but don’t 

know what it is yet!
• You are a librarian.



The OERC Toolset: Browse

There are multiple ways to browse for resources on OERC:

• Browse Curated Collections

• Check out Groups

• Go to a Hub

• Browse by Provider



The OERC Toolset: Collections



The OERC Toolset: Collections

• Curated Collections focus on a theme, grade, topic and 
include a vetted selection of OER.

• Curated Collections can be driven by ISKME’s partners 
– organizations who seek resources related to a 
specific topic, grade, or theme.

• When ISKME develops a Hub for an organization, often 
we’ll work together to construct queries that meet the 
needs of the organization, providing them with the 
tools to build out their collections.



The OERC Toolset: Groups



The OERC Toolset: Groups

Any registered user can create an OER Commons Group.

Groups provide a space for people to collect, curate, and 
organize OER.

• Create your own folder structure
• Save resources to your Group
• Work with others to create and suggest new 

resources for a Group.
• Engage in Discussions with other Group members.



The OERC Toolset: Groups

Anyone can look at another Group’s collections.
• Get ideas about resources that are in use by others.
• Find resources that are newly added to Groups of 

interest.
• Ask to Join!

Access your Group via your LMS
• We offer LTI access to a Group so all your curated 

resources are easily added to your LMS.



The OERC Toolset: Hubs



The OERC Toolset: Hubs

A Hub is a centralized location on OER Commons where 
an organization can aggregate and collect specific 
Collections, Groups, or Resources.

ISKME creates Hubs to help users find resources 
emphasizing a specific topic.

• Open Textbooks
• STEM Literacy
• Common Core

A Hub is a way for an organization to highlight high quality 
OER for members.



The OERC Toolset: Hubs

Statewide Hubs
• Michigan Colleges Online 
• Wisconsin
• Alamo Colleges

Topical Hubs
• Open Textbook Hub
• Common Core
• STEM Literacy

OER Commons Partner Hubs
• OpenStax



The OERC Toolset: Providers

• OER Commons has ~270 providers.
• Users can browse by Provider when they have a 

specific source they are seeking.



OER Commons

Any questions?

Contact Mindy Boland: mindy@iskme.org
Twitter: @oercommons

Some URLs:

http://www.oercommons.org
https://www.oercommons.org/groups/
https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/
https://www.oercommons.org/oer/providers

mailto:mindy@iskme.org
http://www.oercommons.org/
https://www.oercommons.org/groups/
https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/
https://www.oercommons.org/oer/providers


Upcoming TLT Sessions

April 25, 2017 at 2:30 pm

Details TBD

May 16, 2017 at 2:30 pm

Generational Differences in the Classroom

Want to showcase your expertise? Is there a teaching technique that has been effective 
in the classroom? Apply to be a TLT presenter!

For more information: www.sctechsystem.edu/tlt

http://www.sctechsystem.edu/tlt


Give us your feedback

• https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/March2017TLT

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/March2017TLT

